
Delaware County Engineer’s Office, 50 Channing Street, Delaware, Ohio 43015

Frequently Asked Questions

1) What is the purpose of this project?

The purpose of the Orange Road Bridge project is to provide a safe and efficient river
crossing.

2) Why are you doing this project?

The existing bridge is structurally deficient and functionally obsolete based on its
reduced structural capacity, width and sight distance1. The following deficiencies
define the need for the improvement:

Structural Capacity
The existing bridge is structurally deficient and was reduced to a three-ton weight
limit in April 2005. The county implemented the reduction because of severe
degradation.

Width
The existing bridge, approximately 16-feet wide, can only handle one car crossing at
a time. The bridge should accommodate at least two-way traffic and fulfill the
requirements of Orange Road’s functional classification2 to limit delays.

Sight Distance
The existing bridge is higher than the road and obstructs a driver's view as they
approach and drive across the bridge.

1 Sight distance is the length of the roadway ahead that is visible to the driver. A
driver’s ability to see ahead is an important factor in the safe and efficient operation 
of a vehicle.

2 Orange Road’s roadway is classified as a “major collector” as definedin the
Delaware County Thoroughfare Plan and the Liberty Township Comprehensive Plan.
A major collector is considered a more important intracounty travel corridor because
of its location and additional factors.

3) What are the areas that will be studied?

The study area includes:
West Orange Road (Township Road 114), starting at the intersection of State Route
315 and proceeding approximately one-half mile east. The existing bridge on West
Orange Road that spans over the Olentangy River. Carriage Road (Township Road
334), starting at the intersection of State Route 315 and proceeding approximately
800 feet west. For maps of the project area, please visit the project Web site at
www.orangeroadbridge.org.
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4) How will the type of improvements be determined?

There are many factors to consider before the best alternative for this project is
determined. Considerations include:

¶ Safety
¶ Bridge Conditions
¶ Public Input
¶ Traffic Conditions and Accident History
¶ Impacts to the Nearby Properties
¶ Impacts to the Olentangy River
¶ Impacts to the Existing Historic Bridge
¶ Project Costs

5) What is the schedule for this project?

The current estimate is preliminary engineering and public involvement will be
underway through most of 2006. By the end of 2006, it is anticipated that the final
alternative will be determined after public input.

Although much depends on coordination with other public agencies, it is anticipated
that any construction will not occur until 2008, and would likely take about 12
months to complete.

6) Are you going to take my property?

It is too early in the project to know what impacts beyond the existing right-of-way
will be. Once it is determined if additional easements or right-of-way is required to
implement the selected alternative, all affected property owners will be contacted
immediately. Delaware County is required to purchase any easements or right-of-
way at fair market price as determined by qualified appraisers.

7) Who is going to pay for this project and how much will it cost?

It is anticipated the project will be paid primarily with Delaware County road and
bridge funds. These funds are collected through dedicated taxes and user fees such
as motor vehicle registration fees, which are specifically earmarked for road and
bridge projects.

It is too early in the project to estimate project costs, however, estimated costs will
be released once various alternatives are identified.

8) Will Orange Road be relocated north to align with Carriage Road?

This is one of the feasible alternatives the project team is studying and will continue
to study through preliminary engineering. However, the final decision has not been
made at this time.
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9) Will there be signals installed and/or turn lanes added at State Route
315, Orange Road and Carriage Road?

The Delaware County Engineer’s Office and the Ohio Department of Transportation 
(ODOT) continue to discuss traffic signals and turn lanes on State Route 315. The
final decision will ultimately be made by ODOT since State Route 315 is under its
jurisdiction.

10) Can the existing bridge be converted into a pedestrian facility like a bike
path or walking path? Will a pedestrian facility be added to Carriage Road?

Several feasible alignments will allow the existing structure to remain. If one such
alignment is selected, the county will coordinate with Liberty Township and the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources to evaluate making the necessary modifications to
the existing bridge for pedestrian use. Adding a pedestrian facility to Carriage Road
is a decision to be made by Liberty Township. The county would consider
contributing to the construction of a bike or walking path as part of this project.

11) Why is this project moving ahead of improvements to Home Road/State
Route 315 and State Route 750 (Powell Road)/State Route 315?

Home Road improvements are not on the same timeline as the Orange Road project
due to the severe degradation of the existing Orange Road Bridge. State Route 750
(Powell Road) and State Route 315 are under the jurisdiction of ODOT.

12) What measures will be taken to calm traffic on Carriage Road if volumes
increase based on the construction of a multiple lane bridge?

Delaware County will study various options and discuss these with Liberty Township
if this project spurs increases in traffic volumes on Carriage Road. This road falls
under the jurisdiction of Liberty Township and they will make the final decision to
what, if any, countermeasures will be implemented. The county intends on being a
supportive partner on those decisions.

13) Will Orange Road be widened to two lanes?

Any improvements to Orange Road by the Delaware County Engineer’s Office would 
be limited to the approaches of the bridge. The remainder of the road falls under the
jurisdiction of Liberty Township.

14) How will traffic be maintained during the construction of the bridge?

Certain alternatives presented at the open house will allow traffic to be maintained
throughout most of the project construction. Other alternatives would require the
existing river crossing to be closed for longer durations. Final details will be
determined once a feasible alternative is selected and detailed design begins.




