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Concepts Not Qualified For Further Study
Open House: April 26, 2006

The Delaware County Engineer’s Office has investigated the following three concepts:
1) Do nothing and close it when it can no longer bear traffic.

2) Rehabilitate the bridge and maintain the current “one car crossing
at a time” method.

3) Rehabilitate the bridge and make it either one-way going east or
one-way going west.

None of these concepts were deemed feasible for the following reasons:

1) The county has determined that the bridge must allow two-way
traffic to meet the requirements of Orange Road’s functional
classification as a “major collector” road. Both the Delaware County
Thoroughfare Plan and the Liberty Township Comprehensive Plan
make that designation because Orange Road is an important
intra-county travel corridor.

2) A traffic analysis clearly shows that the current demand to cross the
river far exceeds the capacity of a one-lane bridge.

3) Closing the bridge, or rehabilitating it as single-lane bridge, would
only compound the safety and capacity problems as traffic increases.

4) One-way alternatives would increase river-crossing traffic at
Home Road or State Route 750, making existing problems at those
intersections even worse.

5) Emergency vehicle access under any of these suggestions could

be endangered, especially as traffic increases.

Determination that the bridge cannot be rehabilitated and adequately and safely
serve the transportation needs of the county does not prevent other uses for the
structure and those will be explored as this process moves forward.
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